[Clinical significance of a vascular loop in the internal carotid artery].
In a group of 99 patients with unilateral or bilateral carotid artery loop the data in case records were analysed. In 11 cases no abnormalities were found, apart from the presence of carotid loop, that could be related to the presence of symptoms of cerebrovascular insufficiency observed in them. In 7 of them these symptoms appeared before the age of 40 years. Frequently, the appearance of symptoms was preceded by headaches and 6 patients had episodes of transient cerebral ischaemia. On lateral angiograms during lateral rotation of the head in 9 cases kinking of the arterial wall was seen which had been not observed in the anteroposterior projection. It is thought that in a small group of patients carotid loop may be the cause of cerebrovascular failure.